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Methods: Empirical Evidence and the Archive 

Class Information 

202 Methodologies in Performance Studies 

Wednesdays 9 am – 12 noon; Dwinelle Annex Room 211 

 

Instructor Information 

Prof. Angela Marino, Contact: angela.marino@berkeley.edu 

Office hours: Mondays 1:00pm-2:00pm and 4:00pm-5:00pm 

Office Location: 216 Dwinelle Annex 

  

Course Description 

Focusing on both archived and ethnographic sites of evidence, this class offers practical 
information and tools for self-reflexive inquiry in performance studies methodologies. First, we 
will analyze various theoretical points of view on systems of storing data, and practices of 
documentation. The course then moves toward the study of evidence and how that evidence is 
bound to relational systems of senses, perception, material, culture and memory. Last, students 
will become acquainted with tools of the trade, issues and forms in ethics and legalities, writing 
methods for research proposals and practical problem-solving in performance research. The 
course includes both project assignments and theoretical texts that address both canonical and 
new directions in research methods. Readings on "evidence" are generally organized around 
the senses in human perception with the premise that activating these senses becomes for us 
one of the ways we exercise the capacity as researchers to locate theater and performance in 
its context. 

  

Course Objectives 

Students will be introduced to issues and debates in archival and ethnographic research 
practices. The course offers preparation and hands on practice to build sustained research 
projects for doctoral work in Performance Studies. 
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Required Materials 

Alford, Robert R. The Craft of Inquiry: Theories, Methods, Evidence. New York: Oxford UP, 
1998. 

Anderson, Patrick. Hunger, Performance and the Morbidity of Resistance, Duke UP, 2010. 

Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza. [1987]. San Francisco: Aunt Lute 
Books, 2012. 

Berger, John. Ways of Seeing. [1972] Penguin Books, 2009. 

Duneier, Mitchel. Slim's Table: Race, Respectability and Masculinity. UP Chicago, 1994. 

Emerson, Robert M., Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw. Writing ethnographic fieldnotes. UP 
Chicago, 2nd edition, 2011. 

Ledwith, Margaret and Jane Springett. Participatory Practice. London: Policy Press/UP Chicago, 
2010. 

Lefebvre, Henri. The Production of Space. Wiley-Blackwell, 1991. 

Moten, Fred and Stefano Harney. The Undercommons: Fugitive Planning and Black 
Study. (Links to an external site.) Autonomedia, 2013. 
Taussig, Michael. The Nervous System. Routledge, 1991. 

Taylor, Diana. The Archive and the Repertoire. Duke UP, 2003. 

  

Assessment Rubric 

Response Portfolio                  50%                             

Participation                             25%                                         

Final Project Proposal   25% 

 

Response Portfolio (50%) 

The response portfolio consists of the compilation of short weekly Reflection posts (500-1000 
words) on the bCourse Discussion that engage and integrate the material with your own 
analysis. The reflections are generally casual in tone, rigorous in analysis and intellectually 
curious. It is an opportunity to make observations about the text, about related visual images 
and performance, in ways that draw out the comparative points and contrasts based on your 
own critical response to the material. These are not research papers and it is not necessary to 
include a bibliography, although please use in-line citations in MLA or Chicago Style where 
necessary. In addition to the Responses, assigned Projects may also be included in the final 
portfolio. Students may revise and then will compile responses and projects as a portfolio 
to be submitted on Dec 17. 
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Participation (25%) 

Expectations for participation the course are to do the assigned readings, come prepared to 
discuss key points from the readings and assignments in class, complete assignments on time, 
and attend class on a regular basis. We are a small seminar and everyone is expected to 
contribute to an interactive, engaging, supportive classroom atmosphere. 

  

Project Proposal (25%) 

The final project for this course will be an actual project proposal. It will involve writing a 
research problem, design, and your methods for approaching the problem as a document ready 
to submit to a granting institution. More information will be available specifically on the final 
project as the course progresses. 

  

Academic Integrity is a serious issue that ensures fair representation of ideas and another 
writer's work. Giving credit to someone whose work has helped you formulate your own ideas or 
arguments is not only an expectation, but also if not adhered to correctly, it is a crime called 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting as your own: a phrase, sentence or passage authored by 
another without quotation marks; facts, ideas or written text gathered or downloaded from the 
Internet without citation; another student's work with your name on it; or a purchased paper or 
paid 'research.' 

  

Disability Accommodations –Please contact professor to arrange for any special 
accommodations in advance of class and see http://dsp.berkeley.edu/docs/handbook.pdf.  

  

Schedule of Readings and Assignments: 

9/3       Introduction 

9/10     Research Design 

9/17     Evidence and Approaches 

9/24     Archives and Collections 

10/1     Embodied Practice as Evidence 

10/8     Evidence I:    Visual 

10/15   Evidence II:   Sound 

10/22   Evidence III: Time 
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10/29   Evidence IV:  Space 

11/5     Writing from Evidence and Review 

11/12   Ethnography and Ethics 

11/19   Participatory Research & Assessments 

11/26   Sustained Research Strategies 

12/3     Proposals 

12/17   Portfolios Due 

  

   

Week 1 | Introduction  |  Sept 3rd 

No reading for first week required.  

• Overview of class 
• What is methodology? 
• The place of methods in research design 
• Exercise: in-class interviews 
• Review: Final assignment 
• Looking ahead: Assignments for next week 

Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 2 Readings to bCourses Discussion (approx. 500 words) by 
Monday midnight. 

  

Week 2  |  Research Design   | Sept 10th 

Goals: 

1. Recognize methods in research design 
2. Be familiar with social sciences issues and debates in research methods 
3. Discuss what is evidence. 
4. Identify what is a research problem 

Readings for this week: 

• Alford, Robert R. The Craft of Inquiry: Theories, Methods, Evidence. 

• Pearson and Shanks. Theatre and Archeology. excerpts (pdf )  
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Sample questions for reading:  What does Alford mean by terms: theory, method, evidence, 
data, phenomena? Describe the models that Alford proposes. What is a research question and 
a research problem, and what do they respectively do? What is the concern and proposal that 
Pearson/Shanks bring to methodology? How do they approach the research problem? What 
and how do they construct their data? 

Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 3 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500-1000 words) by Monday 
midnight. Include in your post a discussion of your own Research Problem.  

  

Week 3 | Evidence and Approaches   |  Sept 17th 

Goals: 

1. Be familiar with Taylor’s view of relationship between archive and repertoire and 
implications of an embodied epistemology. 

2. Identify different approaches to evidence. 
3. Share research problems.  

Readings for this week: 

• Taylor, Diana. 2003. The Archive and the Repertoire. Duke University Press. 
• Recommended review: HIDVL/Hemi site at http://hemisphericinstitute.org (Links to an 

external site.) 
• Recommended readings:  E-misférica, On the Subject of Archives (Links to an external 

site.). Summer 2012. 

Sample questions for reading: What is Taylor's research problem? Describe Taylor’s view of 
the archive and the repertoire. What are they, and how does Taylor define the relationship 
between the two? What kinds of materials/objects does she examine in the book?  How do 
Taylor's methods differ according to these various materials/objects of analysis? Are these 
methods obvious or not? Describe the larger implications around the repertoire as a system of 
transmitting and storing knowledge in terms of methods and research. 

Assignments for next week 9/24: 

• Post Reflection of Week 4 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500 words) by Monday 
midnight.   

• To prepare for next class: 
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1. Identify archives and collections pertinent to your work to visit. Include name of archive, and 
pertinent information, location, hours, policy review. 

2. Visit one of the archives you identify OR visit Museum of Performance and Design: 
http://www.mpdsf.org/5.html (Links to an external site.)  893B Folsom St., between 5th St. 
and 4th St. 
(Research hours are Wed., Thu., 1 - 5PM and by appointment) 

3. Brainstorm tools for collecting and organizing evidence. Make an annotated list of “practical 
tools” with descriptions and links where appropriate to share with others. We will make an 
on-line resource page by posting these on bCourses to share. These can be apps, 
studio/site links, workshop or live interaction-based systems, video or photo storage, citation 
organizers, space organizers, calendars, journal systems, etc. Each person should 
contribute at least three items, submitted to the designated bCourse link by the end of the 
day of class. You may attach examples or worksheets. Please use the following format: 
 
“Name of tool. Site link, example or bibliographic reference. mm/yy. 

               Annotated notes can follow here below for approximately 1-5 lines…” 

  

Week 4 | Archives and Special Collections |  Sept 24th 

Goals: 

1. Practice research at an archival institution. 
2. Be familiar with archival and special collections protocols. 
3. Explore and discuss issues, problems and potentials for archival research. 

Readings for this week: 

• Derrida, Jacques. 1996. Archive fever: a Freudian impression. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press. (pdf)  

• Ramsey, Alexis, et al. Working in the Archives, pp. 51-118. (pdf)  

Visit Pacific Film Archives and Berkeley Art Museum Special Collections 

 

Assignments for next week: 

Post Reflection of Week 5 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500-1000 words) by Monday 
midnight.   
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Week 5 | The Body and Sensory Experience as Evidence  |  Oct 1st 

Goals: 

1. Identify different approaches to embodied practice and experience 
2. Discuss the relationship between these approaches and what they are able to accomplish 

both in and outside of the academy. 
3. Practice presentations of material. 

Readings for this week: 

• Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza. [1987]. San Francisco: Aunt 
Lute Books, 2012. (on reserve) 

• Anzaldúa, Gloria and Cherríe Moraga, Eds. This Bridge Called My Back: Writings of Radical 

Women of Color. Kitchen Table/Women of Color Press, 1984. (pp 1-34, pdf)  

• Connerton, Paul. 1989. How societies remember. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Chapter 3: "Bodily Practices." (pdf)  

• Csordas, Thomas J. 1993. Somatic Modes of Attention (Links to an external site.). Cultural 
Anthropology 8, no. 2: 135-56.  

• Taussig, Michael. The Nervous System. Routledge, 1991. (chapter 2, pdf)  

Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 6 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500 words) by Monday 
midnight. 

• Project #1 -- Images. Select 1-3 images that are relevant to your research. Include photo 
captions. Describe the images and why they are significant to your research.  Consult 
this reference site (Links to an external site.) for writing captions and other issues on images 
in research writing. 

Look ahead, recommended workshop: 

Fri, Oct 3, 1-4pm, 127 Dwinelle Hall   ETS WORKSHOPS 
Practical: Sound for Video    Learn about audio file types, recording Foley & voice over and how 
to find royalty free music and sound effects on the Internet. 
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Week 6 | Evidence I: Visual  |  Oct 8th 

MEET THIS WEEK IN DWINELLE HALL 127 FOR ETS WORKSHOP ON VIDEO BASICS 

Goals: 

1. Explore visual forms of evidence and the practice of seeing/sight. 
2. Learn basics of operating a video camera for studio and fieldwork research. 

Readings for this week: 

• Berger, John. 1990. Ways of Seeing. Penguin Books. (on reserve) 

• Jackson, Shannon. 2005. Performing Show and Tell: (Links to an external site.) Disciplines 
of Visual Culture and Performance Studies. Journal of Visual Culture 4, no. 2: 163-77. 

• Wagner, Jon. 2004. Constructing Credible Images. The American Behavioral Scientist 47, 

no. 12 1477.  (pdf)  

• Review:   http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/collections/pictorial.html 
 

• Short definition of "percepticide," a term developed by Diana Taylor, see link here (Links to 
an external site.). 

Project #1 due: Images 

Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 7 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500 words) by Monday 
midnight.  

• Project #2 -- Sound. Prepare sound recording of 2-5 minutes. This can be an interview 
excerpt, music or a soundscape. Mp3 format. Bring to class. For recording devices seeETS 
equipment. 

  

Week 7  |  Evidence II:  Sound   |  Oct 15th 

Goals: 

1. Explore sonic forms of evidence and the practice of hearing/listening. 
2. Review audio and visual equipment issues and solutions. 
3. Analyze ways to present listening and sound as ways of knowing. 
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Readings/listenings for this week: 

• Feld, Stephen and Donald Brenneis. "Anthropology in Sound," American Ethnologist, Vol. 

31, No. 4 (Nov., 2004). (pdf) . 

• Kapchan, Deborah. "Learning to Listen: The Sound of Sufism in France," The World of 

Music 51(2): 2009. (pdf) . 

• Suisman, David. Co-workers in the Kingdom of Culture: Black Swan Records and the 
Political Economy of African American Music, (review site (Links to an external site.)).  

• University of California, Berkeley Audio Video Collection Database. Pick one from the 
collection: http://dpg.lib.berkeley.edu/webdb/mrc/search_vod.pl?avr=1   

Project #2 due: Recordings 

Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 8 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500 words) by Monday 
midnight.  

• Project #3 -- Time. Prepare a written means to express evidence of time (i.e. calendar, 
timeline, family chart of generations, etc.). Bring to class. 

  

Week 8   |  Evidence III:  Time   |  Oct 22nd  

Readings for this week: 

• Fabian, Johannes. Time and the Other: How Anthropology Makes Its Object. Excerpts (pdf). 
• Pick one artist conversation or keynote from ARC site on “Time and Art” to present notes in 

class: http://arts.berkeley.edu/prog_rg_page_art_time.html 
• TBA 

Project #3 due: Making Time 

Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 9 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500 words) by Monday 
midnight.  

• Project #4 -- Space. Prepare a method to express evidence of space (i.e. maps, models, 
etc.). Bring to class. 
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 Week 9 | Evidence IV:  Space   |  Oct 29th 

  

Readings for this week: 

• Lefebvre, Henri. The Production of Space. Wiley-Blackwell, 1991. excerpts (pdf) 
 

• de Certeau, Michel. 2002. The Practice of Everyday Life. University of California Press. Part 
Three, "Spacial Practices" pp. 91-130. 

Project #4 due: Making Space 

  

Assignment for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 10 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500-1000 words) by Monday 
midnight.  

  

Week 10 | Writing From Evidence & Review |   Nov 5 

  

Readings for this week: 

• Anderson, Patrick. Hunger, Performance and the Morbidity of Resistance, Duke UP, 2010. 
• Practical Exercise, (pdf). 

Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 11 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500 words) by Monday 
midnight.  

• Interview project #5. Review Interview Tips from UC Berkeley Regional Oral History Office 
at the Bancroft Library.   http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/ROHO/resources/rohotips.html  

Look ahead for mini-ethnography assignment due Nov 19 
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Week 11 |  Ethnography and Ethics   |   Nov 12 

Goals: 

1. Be familiar with major issues in legalities and ethics. 
2. Review resources for Human Subject Forms, Copyrights, Permissions and Contracts. 
3. Discuss and reflect on the ethical dimensions of ethnographic research 

Readings for this week: 

• Duneier, Mitchel. Slim's Table: Race, Respectability and Masculinity. UP Chicago, 1994. 
• Emerson, Robert M., Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw. 2011. Writing ethnographic 

fieldnotes. 2nd edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

• Briggs, Charles. "Learning How to Ask," (pdf)  
• Recommended viewing: The Stanford Prison Experiment 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=760lwYmpXbc 
 

Project #5 due: Interview 

 

Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 12 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500 words) by Monday 
midnight.  

• Look ahead. Mini ethnography project #6 Due in 2 weeks. 

  

Week 12 | Participatory Research and Assessments   |   Nov 19 

  

Goals: 

• Explore methods of Participatory Practice including assessment in research. 
• Class visit. Suzan Akin, Public Service Center. TBC. 

Readings for this week: 

• Ledwith, Margaret and Jane Springett. Participatory Practice. London: Policy Press/UP 
Chicago, 2010. 

• Conquergood, Dwight. “Performing as a moral act: Ethical dimensions of the ethnography of 
performance,” in The Community Performance Reader. Routledge 2007. Pp. 57-70. (pdf) 
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Assignments for next week: 

• Post Reflection of Week 13 Readings to bCourses Discussion (500-1000 words) by Monday 
midnight. Include your own reflections on a sustained research strategy. What are your own 
assessment tools and what kinds of commitments do you hold explicit or implicit in the 
research that you do? 

•  

Week 13 | Sustained Research Strategies   |   Nov 26 

Goals:  

1. Build systems for sustained research 
2. Review final project proposals 

 

Project #6 due: Mini-Ethnography 

 
Readings for this week: 

• Moten, Fred and Stefano Harney. The Undercommons: Fugitive Planning and Black 
Study. (Links to an external site.) Autonomedia, 2013. 

  

Week 14 | Proposals & Prep   |   Dec 3 

Goals: 

1. Review equipment for fieldwork, presentations and sustained research 

2. Be familiar with Customizing Bibliographies and Organizational Software: Endnote, Refworks, 
Back up Systems and Methods for Digital Filing 

  

Reading for this week: 

http://iis.berkeley.edu/node/304 

Social Science Research Council, “On the Art of Writing Proposals” (pdf) 

Sample grants: Boyle, Fissek (bSpace) 

Project #8: Writing Methods for Proposals 

 

Final Portfolios Due | Wednesday Dec 17th 


